Influence of filtration on platelet transfusion reactions. Northern Ireland Haematology Audit Group [corrected].
In a retrospective analysis two methods for preventing platelet transfusion reactions are compared. The first group of patients received platelets filtered in the hospital blood bank and were subsequently given filtered and washed platelets if they developed reactions. The second group received platelets filtered at the bedside. In the group receiving platelets filtered in the hospital blood bank there was a very low rate of reaction (2/101 = 2%) and no patients receiving filtered and washed platelets (0/91) developed a reaction. In the group receiving platelets filtered at the bedside there was a reaction rate of 19/95 (20%). Further, two of these reactions were categorised as very severe, the patients showing hypotensive collapse. We conclude that filtering platelets in the hospital blood bank is significantly more effective than bedside filtration in preventing platelet transfusion reactions.